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ASTRONOMERS IN SPAIN

We must say that in Spain there weren't as many astronomers as in other
countries, although it highlights some and, particularly, several navigators that
we will name after that contributed to the development of this matter. And it is
not until now, in the XXI century, where more advances and astronomers have
appeared in our country.




At the time of Caliphate o f ~r do’b

The astronomy advances in a very significant way, thanks to the creation of precise astronomical tables
and the creation or development of instruments like astrolabes, ecuatorios, azafeas, nocturlabeé
The first astronomer of Al-Andalus was Maslama Al-Mayrity who was born in Madrid and founded a

school of astronomy and mathematics in Cordoba, where the first astronomical tables of the peninsula
were made.

He was not the only astronomer known for Al-Andalus. Azarquiel who was




AZARQUIEL

He was an important astronomer and geographer from 11th century. He
stood out for his skill in the work of metals and, although it seems that he
was illiterate, he began to develop precision scientific instruments, such as
astrolabes. He learned astronomical science in a self-taught way and,
starting from the astrolabe, he created new objects such as azafea.

Azarquiel stands out for the compilation of Toledo Astronomical Tables, written in
Arabic.

It is said that he was also able to perceive cometary appearances, but
the predictions are not reliable because at that time they didn't have
the necessary knowledge to ensure it.




ALMANAC

It was an annual publication which contained a
calendar for the coming year, important dates and
the times of phenomena such as sunrises and
sunsets.

The most ancient well-known Almanac in Al-
Andalus is the Azarquiel Almanac. It was made
up for many relatives boards to the position of the

EX Br tere ot s
EEraTERLE 8

rpesp Lz

L1

Sun, the Moon and the five planets. In this
Almanac, the beginning date is 1st of september
of 1088.
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TRANSLATORS' SCHOOL OF TOLEDO

The Tr a n s | skhod ofsTéledo made a series of cultural initiatives developed since the
reconquest of this city in 1085 by Alfonso VI, who established a regime of tolerance with the
ancient settlers, to its maximum cultural splendor in the time of Alfonso X the Wise in the Xllith
century.

Several books were translated in that school, from different languages aboult different

sciences, like astronomy.




The Catholic Kings and Spanish
navigation

When Crist-bal Col -n expops
to Asia crossing the Atlantic Ocean, experts called

him crazy. It was Queen Isabella who overcame the
reluctance and made her discovering company

possible.

Since then many other initiatives have taken place
across the ocean, promoting knowledge not only of
the configuration of our continents and seas, but
also of the stars in the sky.

Xilografia segin un 6leo de Wenzel Von Brozik.




1492: CONQUEST OF PARADISE (film)

Synopsis:

At the end of the 15th century, Cr i s tC-ob a In,
a Genovese navigator, dreams of finding a new  hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MO90C2nCarM
sea route that will allow him to get directly to
the Asian markets.

(We will see it in the quadrant
explanation)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MO9oC2nCgrM

