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The case of the 
Galileo’s letters
By SAMUELE DISCEPOLI



Galileo’s letters and the 
church

• In 1613 Galileo 
wrote a letter to his 
old student the 
christian monk 
Benedetto Castelli, 
stating that 
Copernican theory 
wasn’t in contrast 
with the Sacred 
Bible.



The Real Intentions
 The eldest version of the letter 

has been recently discovered 
in the library of the Royal 
Society in London by the 
Italian researcher Salvatore 
Ricciardi.

 The language of this letter has 
a more inflammatory and 
lively tone. 

 It was his real first thought to 
support the scientific method 
and to confirm that it had to 
be separated from the church.

 In fact, his old student 
Castelli  told him that, if he 
wanted to publish it, he had 
to correct the tone he used in 
the letter to avoid Inquisition.



“ The letter of sin”
 This letter stated about the 

Heliocentric theory, 
according to which the Sun 
is in the middle of the 
Universe and the Earth 
spins around it and at the 
same time around its axis. 
This model was completely 
against the Ptolemaic 
system, followed by the 
Church.

 The text was sent to the 
Inquisition on the 7th 
February 1615 by Niccolò 
Lorini



The Second letter
 When the first version of 

the letter was sent to the 
Church, Galileo sent to 
his friend Piero Dini a 
text, suggesting that the 
letter had been corrected 
before being read by 
Lorini. So he decided to 
send another one where 
the language was rather 
passive and flat.



Denial of his thought
 The Scientist, to 

escape from the 
condemnation of the 
Inquisition, abjured 
his theories, 
refuting what he 
said in the letters.

 The process started 
and ended in 1633 
in Rome.



THE ROYAL 
SOCIETY

THE WORLD’S OLDEST 
INDIPENDENT 

SCIENTIFIC ACADEMY

(FOUNDED IN 1660)



IT IS  A LEARNED SOCIETY, 
FOUNDED IN NOVEMBER 

1660, IT WAS GRANTED A ROYAL 
CHARTER BY 

KING CHARLES II AS « THE 
ROYAL SOCIETY».



«NULLIUS IN 
VERBA»

THE ROYAL SOCIETY 
MOTTO AND IT MEANS:

«TAKE NOBODY’S WORD 
FOR IT».



MISSION AND 
PRIORITIES

TODAY, THEY ARE THE SAME  

PROMOTING EXCELENCE IN SCIENCE;

SUPPORTING INTERNATIONAL 
COLLABORATION;

DEMONSTRATING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
SCIENCE TO EVERYONE



URSA
MAJOR

CASSIOPEIAURSA
MINOR

A cura di Gaia Chiocci, Ilaria Marini, Alice Simonetti



The name probably derives from the Greek “arctos” meaning bear, with 
which the Greeks pointed to the northern regions, and from which derives 

our Arctic.



..

The Greatest Ursa is the most  easily  recognizable constellation of the northern hemisphere.



Cassiopeia was the vain and boastful wife 
of King Cepheus of Ethiopia, who stands 
next to her in the sky. They are the only 

husband-and-wife couple among the 
constellations. Classical authors spell her 

name Cassiepeia, from the original 
Greek (Κασσιέπεια), but Cassiopeia is the 

form used by astronomers.




